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company like DISH Network carry
public broadcasting in high def. It real-
ly does go against free market prin-
ciples. I do know that is going to con-
tinue to be worked on. We are looking
forward to getting that issue resolved.

I thank the gentleman from Florida.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, how
much time do I have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 7% minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. I yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlelady
from Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS).

(Mrs. LuMMmIis asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. I would like to thank
the chairman and ranking member of
the Judiciary Committee for the inclu-
sion of language from my bill on state-
wide public television. Passage of this
legislation will remove the legal obsta-
cles for satellite carriers to offer state-
wide public television in Wyoming and
other States. I don’t care whether it’s
in high def or not. I just want public
television carried in Wyoming and
other States, and that’s been achieved.
So thank you Kkindly.

I also thank the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. DEAL) who worked dili-
gently to address the problem of local
television market areas. Despite his
good work, I rise today to express re-
gret for the missed opportunity the
passage of this bill represents.

The decision to put off for another 5
years any real reform to the system of
designated market areas carries with it
very negative consequences for the
citizens of my State. Out of Wyoming’s
23 counties, 16 do not have satellite ac-
cess to Wyoming-based stations. Over
half of all television households in Wy-
oming do not have access to local tele-
vision.

For a rural State like Wyoming, sat-
ellite sometimes represents the only
viable option to receiving television
programming. The inability to receive
local stations restricts access to local
content and severely limits the reach
of emergency notifications.

Emergency situations, like the bu-
tane tank truck that recently over-
turned on an icy highway during a bliz-
zard, should serve as proof that the
availability of local stations on sat-
ellite television is not just an enter-
tainment issue. The DMA system may
make sense for the densely populated
areas in the East, but it has created an
absurdity in the sparsely populated
areas of the West. I am grateful for the
inclusion of a study to find a better
way to determine what the local mar-
ket is.

But, Madam Speaker, people in Wyo-
ming do not need a study to tell them
that when their network TV station
originates 400 miles away from a dif-
ferent State, they are not receiving the
local content they need. For this rea-
son, I cannot support passage of this
bill despite its tremendous improve-
ments.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 3570, the Sat-
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ellite Home Viewer Update and Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2009. | strongly support this impor-
tant piece of satellite television reauthorization
legislation.

H.R. 3570 reauthorizes satellite operators’ li-
censes to import distant network affiliate tele-
vision signals to viewers who cannot receive a
viewable signal from their local affiliate. This is
important as it allows satellite and cable tele-
vision providers to carry out-of-market tele-
vision signals to households that cannot re-
ceive stations in their own local markets. This
allows state public television networks to
reach all their state’s residents with important
news and public affairs programming.

Alongside the chairman, | worked hard to
get the phantom signal language included in
the bill. | am proud of the final product and be-
lieve it is something about which all Americans
can be proud.

Previously, due to flaws in existing law,
broadcasters sometimes paid royalties to con-
tent roducers even when programming was
not actually delivered to subscribers. Royalties
for the transmission of broadcast signals to
cable systems were paid as if the entire cable
system received the transmission, even if it
was only received by some subscribers within
the cable system. This has been known as the
phantom signal problem. The cost of this flaw
was passed down to consumers. With the
passage of this reauthorization, including my
phantom signal language, the American peo-
ple will no longer be forced to pay for pro-
gramming they have not received.

| join the chairman in urging my colleagues
to support this bill. As a result of this legisla-
tion, constituents in my district will not be
forced to pay for satellite and cable program-
ming they have not received and, as a result,
save money in this economy.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3570, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHIEF
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF
THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chief Administrative
Officer of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
Washington, DC, December 1, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MADAME SPEAKER: This is to notify

you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
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Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for produc-
tion of documents issued by the U.S. District
Court for the District of Connecticut, in con-
nection with a criminal matter now pending
in the same court.

After consultation with the Office of the
General Counsel, I have determined that
compliance with the subpoena is consistent
with the precedents and privileges of the
House.

Sincerely,
DANIEL P. BEARD.

CONGRATULATING THE DETROIT
CATHOLIC CENTRAL SHAMROCKS

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to recognize the Michigan
Division 1 State High School Football
champions, the Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral Shamrocks. On November 27, 2009,
the Shamrocks defeated a fine Sterling
Heights Stevenson team 31-21.

The victory earned head coach Tom
Mach his 10th State championship in
his 34 seasons leading the Shamrocks.
The team’s hard work, mental tough-
ness, and burning desire epitomizes
what it means to be a Shamrock mold-
ed by the Basilian Fathers and their
mission to teach young men goodness,
discipline, and knowledge. Truly this
accomplishment is shared by the entire
CC family.

Madam Speaker, meeting the chal-
lenge with an undefeated record of 14—
0, I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Detroit Catholic
Central Shamrocks upon winning their
Michigan State football championship
and for proving they are indeed men of
Mary, Alma Mater, who inspires us ev-
ermore.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LEE of California addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

THE WRONG DECISION ON
AFGHANISTAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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